
           March 7, 2022 

Hello! 

My name is Carmen Kurjata, and I am giving this letter to students I’ve met through my work substitute 
teaching in SD59 classrooms over the last year and a half, who I think might be interested in attending a 
“Spring Break Rocks” music camp I am running with my friends Jason Pratt and Kyle Burrows. It will be 
for youth aged 10 and up and will take place Monday, March 21st to Friday March 25th.  

I have played music my whole life and have been an elementary school teacher (mainly teaching music) 
since 2007. I love to sing and play a variety of instruments. I love arranging popular songs for whatever 
instruments are on hand and using them to teach, work, play, and connect musically with people. Jason 
also loves these things, and together we have coordinated many inclusive musical events in the Dawson 
Creek area. I have known Kyle for years and played lots of music with him. He has more musical training 
than Jason and I combined and is excited to share his knowledge with youth in our community. Our 
goals are connection, engagement, smiles, laughter, and fun. We will be running this camp at Jason’s 
house (near the hockey rink) where we have access to lots of instruments (some that we can let kids 
take home to practice on), mics, speakers, party lights, funny glasses, costumes, and smoke machines.  

We will be pre-arranging a couple familiar songs to teach, which we hope to eventually perform live 
more than once- likely at a youth exhibit/show at the Dawson Creek Art Gallery in May and on a float for 
Canada Day and/or the Fall Fair. Through the process we hope lots will be learned about patience, 
teamwork, listening, rhythm, counting, melody, chords, form, movement, tempo, dynamics, and 
expression. No experience is necessary- we are looking for keen, enthusiastic folks who are up for trying 
something new, meeting new people, and having some musical fun.  

I am also part of the Dawson Creek Arts and Wellness Society which is an organization run by volunteers 
and funded by local donors to help alleviate the cost of arts opportunities for youth of families in need. 
I’ve attached a form/application with more details in case you are one of these families. If interested, 
please fill out the application and email to dcartswellness@gmail.com or drop off paper copy at a listed 
location. You can also apply online at dcartsandwellness.ca. Use “Spring Break Rocks” for activity and 
organization name, and my name/address for adult in charge of organization: Carmen Kurjata 848-107 
ave DC, BC. V1G2R2. Ensure you have a reference sign it (someone who can vouch for your financial 
need- a counsellor/principal/teacher etc.). We cannot approve applications without a reference.   

There are two time slots to choose from: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. or 1-4 p.m. For the week, the cost is $20 an 
hour per student, for five 3-hour days which totals $300. Please get a hold of me via phone or email as 
soon as possible to register. We only have room for so many (8 in each time slot). 

Thank you so much! 

Carmen Kurjata 
ckurjata@gmail.com 
250-551-5246 
joyfuljams.com (from here, I share resources and instructional videos to enhance learning) 
 
For a glance at videos that highlight some of both mine and Jason’s musical community building work: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8Psm0OVpkM1pm_E1Byh1rzqh55ZfwsQV 



 


